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Country Roads Tutorial 13 

Creating a Wikipedia Article 
 

Wikipedia is a multilingual, web-based, free-content encyclopedia. The name "Wikipedia" is mash of 

the words wiki (from the Hawaiian word meaning "quick") and encyclopedia.  

 

Wikipedia is a collaborative work by online volunteers. In order to provide as professional/reliable 

service as possible Wikipedia has created some ground rules when creating/editing articles. 

Things to avoid Things to be careful about Great ways to contribute 

 Don't add 

promotional 

language 

 Don't remove 

negative/critical text 

from an article 

 Don't make a "group" 

account for multiple 

people to share 

 Don't neglect to 

disclose your 

affiliation on the 

article's talk page 

 Maintain a neutral, 

objective tone in any 

content you add or 

edit 

 Cite secondary 

sources (e.g., a major 

media article) for any 

new statements you 

add – even if you are 

confident a 

statement is true 

(e.g., it is about your 

work), only say it if it 

has been restated 

already in a 

secondary source. 

 Make minor edits/corrections 

to articles (e.g., typos, fixing 

links, adding references to new 

secondary sources) 

 If you are biased, suggest new 

article text or edits on the 

article talk page (not on the 

main article page). 

 Disclose your relationship to 

the client/topic. 

 Edit using personal accounts. 

 Recruit help: Seek out a 

sponsor (volunteer editor) who 

has worked on similar articles, 

or submit ideas for article 

topics via Requested articles. 

 

Getting Started 

Before starting to write your article, search Wikipedia to ensure that the topic hasn’t already been 

started. If the article already exists you can add information by editing the article. 

 

Writing your article 

If you are creating an article from scratch then it would be easier to work on in a word document 

instead of online. This way you can add/edit and gather your references all in one spot before 

copying into the Wikipedia template. 

 

Wikipedia Article Wizard 

The Article Wizard will help you submit your article.  

 

1. Go to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WIZARD 

 

2. When you are ready click “Write an article now (for new users)” 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Using_talk_pages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:RA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WIZARD
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3.  Type your article topic in the search box and click “Search Wikipedia for alternate titles” 

4. Click either “Yes” or “No” depending on the results from your search 

5. If “Yes” was clicked now select the option that best fist your article topic. 
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Wikipedia Definition of Notability  

If a topic has received significant coverage in reliable sources that are independent of the subject, it is 

presumed to be suitable for a stand-alone article or list. 

"Significant coverage" addresses the topic directly and in detail, so that no original research is needed to 

extract the content. Significant coverage is more than a trivial mention but it need not be the main topic of 

the source material. 

"Reliable" means sources need editorial integrity to allow verifiable evaluation of notability, per the 

reliable source guideline. Sources may encompass published works in all forms and media, and in any 

language. Availability of secondary sources covering the subject is a good test for notability. 

"Sources" should be secondary sources, as those provide the most objective evidence of notability. There is 

no fixed number of sources required since sources vary in quality and depth of coverage, but multiple 

sources are generally expected. Sources do not have to be available online and do not have to be in 

English. Multiple publications from the same author or organization are usually regarded as a single source 

for the purposes of establishing notability. 

"Independent of the subject" excludes works produced by the article's subject or someone affiliated with 

it. For example, advertising, press releases, autobiographies, and the subject's website are not considered 

independent. 

"Presumed" means that significant coverage in reliable sources creates an assumption, not a guarantee, 

that a subject should be included. A more in-depth discussion might conclude that the topic actually should 

not have a stand-alone article—perhaps because it violates what Wikipedia is not, particularly the rule that 

Wikipedia is not an indiscriminate collection of information. 

If a topic does not meet these criteria but still has some verifiable facts, it might be useful to discuss it 

within another article. 

6. Click “My proposed article is about a notable and encyclopedic subject”  
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7. Click “My proposed article has good sources” (assuming you have kept a bibliography as you wrote your 

article draft) 

 

8. Once you are certain that your article meets the neutrality, notability and originality requirements listed 

click “My submission is neutral, establishes notability, and is not copy-pasted from anywhere else” 

 

9. Enter your draft article name in the box and click “Create new article draft” 
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10. If you have followed the style template for writing articles in your draft document (see below for 

adding references in your document) then you can just cut and paste your submission into the draft box 

and click “Save Page” 

 

File Upload Wizard - this page is for uploading images and other media files to Wikipedia. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:File_Upload_Wizard 

For more detailed information on uploading images go to the Image uploading Help 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Introduction_to_uploading_images/1  
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