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Country Roads Tutorial 08 
Basic Photo Restoration 

 
Following Tutorial will help you: 

 Remove spots 

 Repair minor tearing 

 Fix discoloration 

 Fix red eyes 
 
The program GIMP has been used in the creation of this tutorial and is available for free 
download at: http://www.gimp.org/downloads/  
 
Tools and icons used (and what they look like): 
 
 

 Lasso Tool: free form selection tool allowing you more control over 
the area of the photo selected. Simply click draw around the area 
required and click again 

 

 Cloning Tool: Copies image data and transfers it to the point 
clicked. Always use a “Circle Fuzzy” type brush so the edges are 
less noticeable and vary the scale of brush to match the location 
being fixed. 

 
 
 
 

 Layers: allow you to work on copies of the photo that you can then 
delete if you make a mistake without changing the original picture. 
To see layers click “Windows”  “Dockable Dialogs”  “Layers”  
or  Ctrl + L 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gimp.org/downloads/
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Fixing Red Eyes 
1. Scan the photo in at a resolution of 600dpi. This gives more detail for you to work with. 
2. Lasso the eyes you want to fix 
3. Choose “Filters”  “Enhance”  “Red Eye Removal” 

 
4. Move the “Threshold” bar left and right until the red eye is as good as possible 
5. Click “OK” to apply changes to photo. 
 
 
Fixing Discolouration 
Fixing a picture that has turned red-ish or faded. 
1. Scan the photo in at a resolution of 600dpi. This gives more detail for you to work with. 
2. Click on "Color"  "Color Balance". 

 
3. Select "Midtones" in the Select Range to Adjust and move the slider towards Cyan, Green 

and Blue on their respective rows. (do small changes of value of 10 and watch the 
preview before readjusting. 

4. Repeat the process with the "Highlights" range (+/- 10 on all levels for both Midtones 
and Highlights will fix minor redness) 
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Saving Your Photo 
1. Click "File"  "Save As" to open the Save Image box.  

 
2. The first time you use it the save box doesn't show many choices. Click the "+" beside 

both "Browse for…" and "Select File…" to expand the selection 
 

 
3. Chose the folder/place you wish to save the image as and also the type of file (JPEG 

image is the normal file type) 
4. Click "Save" 
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Fixing Tears and lines 

  
Before       After 

 
1. Open scanned photo in GIMP 
2. Create a duplicate layer of the image “Layer”  “Duplicate Layer” and select it from your 

“Layers List” 

 
3. Set the Cloning Tool setting brush to “Circle Fuzzy 15” then holding down the “Ctrl key” 

click an area on the photo that matches the section to be fixed. 

 
Circle on Right with cross-hair shows the clone stock area 

4. Click on the tear and moving in a downward motion with slight left to right action 
holding the mouse button down until you’ve adjusted the area you require. This can be 
done in several strokes always starting next to the clone stock area (the “cloning stock 
area” may be moved as often as needed) 
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5. Repeat as needed changing brush size where “good clone stock” is limited 

   
 

Fixing Spots 

    
Before    After 

 
1. After setting the Cloning Tool setting brush to “Circle Fuzzy 15” hold the “Ctrl key” down 

and click an area on the photo that matches the section to be fixed. 

 
2. Repetitively click on the area to be repaired moving the mouse (and clone stock area if 

needed) slightly each time until a smooth coverage is obtained.  

 
 


