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Country Roads Tutorial 07 
Basic Photo Manipulation 

 
Following Tutorial will help you: 

 Using Layers 

 Fixing/Causing Discolouration 

 Cropping an image 

 Inserting an image 

 Saving your photo 
 
The program GIMP has been used in the creation of this tutorial and is available for free 
download at: http://www.gimp.org/downloads/  
 
Tools and icons used (and what they look like): 
 
 

 Lasso Tool: free form selection tool allowing you more control over 
the area of the photo selected. Simply click draw around the area 
required and click back to your starting point again 

 

 Layers: allow you to work on copies of the photo that you can then 
delete if you make a mistake without changing the original picture. 
To see layers click “Windows”  “Dockable Dialogs”  “Layers”  
or  Ctrl + L 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fuzzy Select Tool: allows you to select a large area of similar colour 
 
 

 Eraser: To delete sections of the image 
 
 
 

 Cropping Tool: Used removing large sections around a section of 
an image 

 
 
 
 

http://www.gimp.org/downloads/
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Fixing/Causing Discolouration 
Fixing a picture that has turned red-ish or faded. 
1. Scan the photo in at a resolution of 600dpi. This gives more detail for you to work with. 
2. Click on "Color"  "Color Balance". 

 
3. Select "Midtones" in the Select Range to Adjust and move the slider towards Cyan, Green 

and Blue on their respective rows. (do small changes of value of 10 and watch the 
preview before readjusting. 

4. Repeat the process with the "Highlights" range (+/- 10 on all levels for both Midtones 
and Highlights will fix minor redness) 

 

Cropping/Trimming a photo 
1. Click on crop tool 
2. Select area you want to keep (L Click an d drag a box around the area) 

 

3. L Click once  in the middle of the selected area to crop/trim 
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Creating Layers 
1. Open scanned photo in GIMP 
2. Create a duplicate layer of the image “Layer”  “Duplicate Layer” and select it from your 

“Layers List” 

 
 
 

Inserting an image 
1. Open the image in GIMP you wish to insert into another image 
2. Using the lasso tool remove the majority of background from around the image. "Select" 

 "Invert"  "Delete" or use the cropping tool 
 

     
 

3. Using the Eraser tool erase the rest of the background from around the image 

 
4. Using the Fuzzy Select Tool click on the background 
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5. Click "Select"  "Invert" then "Edit"  "Copy" 
6. Open the image you wish to use as a backdrop in GIMP 
7. Paste your first image onto the back drop "Edit"  "Paste As"  "New Layer" 

 
8. Move the image into location 

Tip: Use the Scale and perspective tools to get the image as "natural" as you can 
9. Flatten the image once you've finished and before you save it. "Layer"  "Merge Down". 

Repeat for each layer you have until the image has only one layer. 
 

 

Saving Your Photo 
1. Click "File"  "Save As" to open the Save 

Image box.  
2. The first time you use it the save box 

doesn't show many choices. Click the "+" 
beside both "Browse for…" and "Select 
File…" to expand the selection 

 
 

3. Chose the folder/place you wish to save 
the image as and also the type of file (JPEG 
image is the normal file type) 
4. Click "Save" 
 
 


